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Stamps were issued for Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 contributions. The different 

classes can be identified by examining the shape of the value-lozenge. Class 1 is 
rectangular, class 2. is oval and class 3 diamond shaped. A few stamps had 

combinations of these if they were used by more than one class of contributor. 

CLASS 1 

Enployed Persons 

Class 3 Contr ibut ions 

SYMBOLS 

CLASS 2 

Self-em9loyeo ?ersons 

CLASS 3 

Non-imployed 
Persons 

These have been attributed to the "non-employed". They were actually paid by such 
people as single women who stayed at home to look after invalid parents; persons 
with private incomes; divorced women who were unable to work because of 
commitments with children; single parents; persons working abroad for over twelve 
months; (not compulsory, stamps purchased by employer) and, students (not 

compulsory). They were also payable by persons who did not qualify for 
unemployment benefit and credited contributions; or persons who wished to make 
good their record if they had a deficiency in a particular year. 
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s 

blsnrance and assistance to help in all the changes and chances oflif e, 
a free national health service fo� all-these iue the great landmarks 
io British social progress "'hkh we have reached this month. 

Who will pay for them? We must pay for them ourselves. 
Into the national insurance fund will fl.ow contributions paid by those who 
are employed, by their employers, by those who arc on their own, and 
sums of rnoncy paid by the Government out of the taxes collected from all 
of w. Out of it will flow the unemploym�nt, sickness, widowhood and 
maternity benefits, and retirement pensions. The health service will be 
paid for almost entirely out of taxes.. Taxittion pays completely for 
national assistance and famil� allowances. 

How will we pay for them? We must pay for them out 
of production. The cash benefits drawn by the unemployed, the ill and 
injured, and the old, arc their claims on a part of the nation's production, 
even though U1cy C<1nnol add to lhal production themselves. When we put 
resources into the health service - doctors aqd nurses, bricks and mo� 
and power-it means we can't use them to increase output of goods. 
So if we nre to have these new benefits and all the goods we w:mt too-
well, th�n we've got to make mNe goods. And we ought to find that the 
freedom from anxiely that insurance will give and the better health 
resulting from the health service will help us to answer the call for 

MORE AND MORE PRODUCTION 
How the two schemes work 

National Health Service 
Provide;; a 11 form� of medical 
advice and care, ho�pital and 
�!='ialh;1 �vict$. medicine;;, 
drngs and appliances, as wen as 
a family doctor. 
I� a�·ailable lo everybod)•, w�cthcr 
insured or not, and there are no 
fees 10 pay. 
You can use any pa rt of it, or 
all of it, �s you wi;;h. 
If you have not yct chosen your 
doctor, do �o now: gee an 
application form E.C. I for �ch' 
member of thll family from Po�t 
Offi� or Public Library. 

National Insurance Scheme 
Provides casl\ benefits during· 
sickne5S, injury, miemploym�m 
a11d wid�wlJood ; payment$ at 
childbinh and at death, and 
pensions for the indu�trially 
disabled and on retirement. 
Th� benefits are available only 
to contributor. and 1hcirfamilies. 
Contri butioos are (Ompuloory fot · 
most people and airds must be 
stamped from July 51h, on. 
1fyou (or your employer for you) 
have not got a card yet, apply by 
filling in the form C.r.6availabk 
at a!I fost Offices. 

,__ ______ lsw<'dby His Maje.�1y's Governm�m -------

1 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

S ingl e Rat e Nat ional Insuranc e Stamps of Gr eat Br ita in 2 

P er iod: 

MAN 

Aged 18-70 
and not retired. 

Aged over 65 and retired 
or over 70. 

Light chocolate on light blue
(lrev Value Li�ht red 

Aged 18 -70 and not retired. 
Dark blue on brown 
Value Orange 

Aged 18 - 65, 
Purple on darl-. brown 
Value I .i1dlt blue 

5 Jul. 194 8 - 3 0  S ep .  1951 

WOMAN BOY 

Dark green on brown 
Value Li�ht red 

r - ..... -
• i �1/-� ,., 
� 
'-

,...... .. 
:I! ., � 

� 
1'I'! 

Over 60 and retired or over 
65. Or married and opting out. 
Brown on dark blue 
Value Lii!,ht •reen 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Brown on light chocolate 
Value Mauve 

Aged 18 - 60 .. 

Bro" .. n on dark green 
Value Orange 

Aged under 18. 
Medium green on chocolate 
Value Brown 

Aged under 18 
Light chocolate on dark blue 
Value Dari.. recn 

Aged under 18. 
Light blue-grey on hghr grey 
Value Brown 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Light grey o n  chocolate 
Value Light blue 

Aged under 18. 
Purple on red-brown 
Value. Dar� red 

- /:.--·-· 
• . ,,_" ff 

i 2/1 � 
,E 

Aged under 18. 
L1gh1 blue-grey on light 
chocolate Value black 

Aged under 18 
Dark green on chocolate 
\'aluc Mam-c 

""" ... 
:I! II' e! 
� 
'1 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Singl e Rat e National Insuranc e Stamps of Gr eat Britain 3 

5 Jul. 194 8 - 3 0  S ep. 1 951 (continu ed.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

8 Dec 1950 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Scarlet on dull red 
\'atue nlad. 

8 Dec 1950 

Over 65 & retired or over 70. 
l1ro\\ll on md1)!.o 
\'aluc Black 

8 Dec 1950 

Aged under 18. 
Light blue-grey on chocolate 
Value lllack. 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. �� 

. �. i • I . 
--

Aged 18 or over. 
Insured Separately. 

-
.. 

� 
i 

- ·- -
.. ·� � ir! 

0 5d. ! E l': 

Aged under 18. 
Aged 18 or over. 

Insured Separately 
Bnm n on hµht blue-grey 
\'aluc Mau1,c 

Dark blue on light chocolate Chocolate on medium green 
\'alue Red Value Blach 

!)th �Tuly, 1%.8 to )Ot.'1 ;.ie_J?_teaiber, 1951 

x NOTE 4d_._ 3/-1 2/._6d., 4.L1..1..9..:.-L. and 9/1 a. stamps 

.m 
Aged under 1 8 .  

Indigo o n  brown 
Value Liuht urt..-en 

The apparent discrepancy between the description and the actual 
colour of the value of these stamps is dlle to technical printing 
aifficlllties. 

Opting out. 

Exempt. 

Widows and married women could opt out of the pensions portion of the contribution as 
they were covered by the husband's contributions. If they opted in they could receive a 
pension in their own right and not just a married couple's or widow's pension. 

Those over retirement age or girls under 18 married or widowed were exempt from the 
pensions part of the contribution. 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

S ingl e Rat e Nat ional Insuranc e Stamps of Gr eat Br ita in 4 

MAN WOMAN 

Over 60 & retired or over 65. 
Over 65 and retired or over 70. Or married woman opting out. 
l 1ght hrO\ ... n on indigo Light chocolate on brm'n 
Value Black Value Dlad 

14 Jun 1949 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Dull red on scarlet 
Value Black 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Brlmn on light chocolate 
Value Black 

22 Se 1949 

Aged 18-60. 
Brown on darJ.. green 
Value Olad.. 

BOY 

28 Nov 1949 

Aged under 18. 
Brmi.n on light chocolate 
Value Black 

Aged under 18. 
Light blue-gre' on light grc\ 
Value Blacl.. 

GIRL 

13 Oct 1949 

Aged under 18 
l'urple on rcd-brm.,.n 
\'aluc Blad 

Aged under 18. 
l.i�ht blue-grey on light 
chocolate \"aluc Gl ad 
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194 9 - 1951 (continu ed.) 
Mercantile MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 
marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine, 
Exempt. 

Industrial Injuries. 12 May 1950 
Industrial - . " ..... 

f.·� 
.. 

Injuries only. 1) . � ' o 6d. i 'i 
-� 

18 and over, insured separately for 
Industrial injuries. 

Dark blue on light chocolate 
Value Black 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Singl e Rat e Nat ional Insuranc e Stamps of Gr eat Britain 6 

P eriod: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
Deep green and magenta 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Victoria blue and orange 

1 8  - 70 and not retired 
Violet-red and deep green 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Scarlet and brown 
not non-em lo ed 

1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Rcd-brov .. n and bright blue 

Aged 1 8  - 65 
Violet and magenta 

1 Oct. 1951 - 5 Oct . 1952 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
nrown and green 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married woman opting out. 
Red brown and Persian orange 

1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Victona blue and orange 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married and op1ing out. 

Violet and magenta 

1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Grey and bright blL1e 

Aged 1 8 - 60. 
Scarlet and brown 

Aged under 1 8  
Scarlet and green 

Under 1 8  
Red brown and bright blue 

Under 1 8. 
Bright blue and green 

Under 1 8. 
Green and Persian orange 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8  
Green and Persian orange 

Under 1 8  
Brown and violet red 

under 1 8  (or excepted from 
Industrial Injuries contributions.) 

Grey and bright blue 

Under 1 8. 
t-.. lagenta and Pcrnan orange 

Under 1 8 .  
Bright blue and green 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 7 

1Oct . 1951 - 5 Oct. 1952 (continued . 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

Aged 1 8  and under 65 or 
65 and under 70 not retired. 

nrown and 'iolct-red 

Aged 65 and under 70 and 
retired or 70 and over. 

\ lagcnta and Pcr!'lian orange 

Under 1 8 .  
Green and sepia D T 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

18 or over. Insured separately 
for Industrial Injuries. 
Grey and tmght blue 

18 or over. Insured separately 
for Industrial Injuries. 

\ 1olet and magenta 
Under 1 8  

\fagenta and Persian orange 
Under 1 8  

Green and sepia D T 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 8 

Period: 

MAN 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Persian orange and P (' red 

18 - 70 and not retired. 
Green and Pcr:;1an orange 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Grey and D l sepia 

18 - 70 and not retired. 
Gre) and orange 

Aged 18 - 65. 
Deep green and brown 

6 Oct . 1952 - 5 Jun. 1955 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18 to 65 and not retired. 
Persian orange and bright blue 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married woman opting out. 

Grev and green 

18 - 65 and not retired. 
Grey and bnght blue 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married and opting out. 

nrov .. n and green 

18 - 65 and not retired 
P ( red and D r sepia 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Grey and hrm"n 

Aged under 18. 
Violet-red and brighl blue 

Under 18 
Brmvn and violet-red 

Under 18. 
Red brm•.:n and D T sepia 

Under 18. 
t\ lagenta and red brov. n 

GIRL 

Married, under 18 and opting out 
P C red and grey 

Under 18. (or excepted from I . I  
contributions.) 

Violet red and deep green 

Under 18. 
Green and D T sepia 

Under 18. 
Red brown and bright blue 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

6 Oct . 1952 - 5 Jun . 1955 (continued .) 

MAN 

- ,. 

10'3 r: 
. . 

. 

Over 18 and under 65. Or 65 
and under 70 and not retired. 

Victoria blue and P C red 

Over 65 and under 70 retired 
Or 70 and over 

Brighi blue and green 

� 9d -� 
.. .. 
�0.-" t. INS\' ... � 

18 or over. I nsured separately 
for Industrial Injuries .. 

Violet 

WOMAN 

18 or over. Insured separarely 
for Industrial Injuries . .  

Deep green 

BOY 

Under 18. 
Vic1oria blue and orange 

Under 18. 
Deep green 

9 

GIRL 

Under 18. 
PC red 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Single Rate National Insuran ce Stamps of Great Britain 10 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 18-70 not retired. 
Red and magen1a 

Over 65 and re1ired or over 70 
BnH1,n and gold 

18 - 70 and not retired. 
\'iolet 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Gre\ 

18 - 70 not retired. 
Green and yellm1.-green 

Aged 18 - 65. 
Grev 

6 Jun. 1955 - 1 Se . 1957 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged I 8-65 not retired. 
Elro\\ n and red-brov. n 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married woman opting out 

Blue and violet 

18 - 65 and not retired. 
Orange 

Or married and opting out. 
Gold 

18 - 65 not retired. 
Olue 

Aged 18 • 60. 
Blue and violet 

Aged under 18 
\ lagenta and green 

Under 18 
Green 

Under 18. 
Green and bro" n 

Under 18. 
Orange and green 

GIRL 

Aged under 18 
Brown and blue 

Under 18 married and opted out. 
\'1olcl and gold 

Under 18 
Aro\l,:n 

Under 18. 
Blue and red 

Under 18. 
Red and grey 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 11 

6 Jun . 1955 - 1 Se . 1957 continued . 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

18 - 70 and not retired. 
Deep blue-green 

Under 18. 
Magenta 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

18 or over. 
Fllue 

18 or over. 
Orange 

Under 18. Under 18. 
Violet Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 12 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 18-70 and not retired. 
Red and magenta 

Over 65 and retired or over 70 
Brovm and gold 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Grey 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Green 

Aged 18 - 65 
Grey 

2 Se . 1957 - 2 Feb . 1958 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18-65 and not retired. 
Brmvn 

Over 60 and retired or over 
65. Or married and opting out. 

Dark blue green and blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Orange 

Or married and opting out. 
Gold 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 60. 
\'iolct 

Aged under 18. 
Magenta and green 

Under 18. 
Green 

Aged under 18. 
Dark blue green and blue 

Aged under 18. 
Orange and green 

Aged under 18. 
Brown and gold 

3'2 

Under 18. Married and opting out. 
Gold and violet 

Under 18. 
Brown 

Aged under 18. 
Gold 

Aged under 18. 
Red and grey 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 1 3  

2 Se . 1957 - 2 Feb. 1 958 (continued .) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Dark blue green 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Red 

Aged under 1 8  
Magenta 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
111ue 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8  
Violet 

Aged under 18 .  
Green 

National Health Service Contributions Act. 

The National Health Service Contributions Act of 1957 provided for the separation of 
the National Health Contributions from the National Insurance Contributions though 
the two were still to be paid together. It allowed increased National Health Service 
Contributions. 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 14 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 18-70 not retired. 
Red and magenta 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Gold 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Grey 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Green 

Aged 18 -65 
Grey 

3 Feb . 1958 - 6 Jul. 1 958 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18-65 and not retired 
Brown 

Or married and opting out. 
Dark blue and green 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Orange 

]'/JO 
5(AVICE 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married and opting ou1. 

Gold 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 60 
Violet 

Aged under 18. 
Magenta and green 

Aged under 18 
Green 

Aged under 18. 
Green and brown 

Aged under l 8 
Orange and green 

G IRL 

Aged under 18 
Brown and blue 

Under 18. Married and opting out. 
Violet and gold 

Aged under 18 
Brown 

Aged under 18. 
Blue and red 

Aged under 18. 
Red nnd grey 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 15 

2 Se . 1957 - 2 Feb . 1958 (continued .) 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. Aged under 18. 
L>ark blue grc�n Magenta 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Bro"'n 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

Aged 18 or over. 
Blue 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 18. Aged under 18. 
Violet Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 16 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired 
Magenta and red 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Brown and gold 

18 - 70 and nOl retired. 
Violet 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. 
Grey 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Green 

Aged 18 - 65. 
Grey 

7 Jul. 1958 - 2 Apr. 1961 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
13rown 

Or married and opting out. 
Dark-blue and green 

18 - 65 and not retired. 
Orange 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Or married and opting out. 

Gold 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 60. 
\'iolet and blue 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Magema and green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Green and bro\\ n 

Aged under 18 .  
Orange and green 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8  
Brown and blue 

Under 1 8  married and opting out. 
Violet and gold 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Bro,\n 

Aged under I 8. 
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red and grey 
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Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 1 7  

7 Jul. 1 958 - 2 A r. 1 961 (continued. 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

[i7'2,;::.','� 
/,• - -- , ' 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Dark hluc green 

Over 65 and retired or over 70 
Red 

Aged under 18 
\1agenta 

Industrial Injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

Aged 18 or over 
Blue 

Aged l 8 or over 
Oran�e 

Aged under 18. 
\'1ole1 

Aged under 18. 
Green 
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Class I 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 

and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 3 A  r. 1961 - 2Jul . 1961 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-70 not retired 
Green 

Aged I 8-65 not retired. 
Flrown 

Over 65 and retired or over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 
IJrown and gold Dari-.. blue and green 

Aged 1 8  - 70 not retired. 
Red and magcma 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18  - 70 not retired. 
\'iolct and blue 

� ;I 
Aged 18 - 65 not retired. 

Bro\\ll and gold 

Aged 18 - 65 not re1ired 
Violet and brown 

Aged 18 - 65 not retired. 
Orange 

Over 65and retired or over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 
raupe and hlue-gre' Greenish gold 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Magenta a n d  grey 

Aged under 1 8. 
Taupe and magc111a 

GIRL 

Aged under I 8. 
Brov.n and blue 

Under 18 married or widowed 
and opted out. 

Violet and gold 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Brown 
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Class 2 

Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 19 

3 A r. 196 1  - 2 Jul. 196 1 continued . 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 
Y10let and blue 

Aged 1 8 - 65. 
Grey 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Dark blue green 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 
Blue and green 

Over 65 & retired or over 70. 
Red 

Aged 18 or over. 
nlue 

Aged 18 - 65 not retired. 
Green 

Aged 18 • 60. 
Violet and blue 

MATIOMl�N\\JlllA.N(f 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8  
Green and brown 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and green 

Aged under 1 8  
Grey and magenta 

Aged under 18 .  
Violet 

Contracting out of th e Graduated Pension Scheme. 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8  
Red and gre� 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green 

A graduated pension scheme was introduced in 1961 and was an attempt at providing 
an extra earnings-related pension on top of the basic state pension. Because many 
employer's schemes were considered adequate substitutes it was possible to Contract 
out of the Scheme. The scheme lasted until 1975. 
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Class I 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 18 to 70 not retired. 
Green 

Over 65 and re!ired or over 70. 
Gold and bro\1,n 

18 - 70 not retired. 
Red and magenta. 

18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and pale blue 

18 - 70 not retired. 
Violet and blue 

3 Jul . 1961 - 2 Jun . 1963 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18 to 65 not retired. Aged under 18. 
Brown Magenta and green 

( 1961) ( 1962) 
Over 60 retired or over 65. Or widowed/married and opted out. 

Dark blue and green Magenta and green 

18 - 65 not retired. 
Gold and vcllow 

Under 65, married or widowed, 
not retired. Opted out. 

Orange and gold 

18 - 65 and not retired. 
11lue and brown 

Under 65, married or widowed, 
not retired, opted out. 

Green and brown 

18 - 65 not retired. 
Orange and yellow 

Under 18. 
Grey and magenta 

Over 65 & retired or over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 

Green and brown Greenish gold 

GIRL 

Aged under 18. 
l3rown and blue 

7\ 4'101 
Under 18 married/widowed, 

opted out. 
Violet and gold 

Under 18. 
Clrown 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

unchanged. 

3 Jul . 1961 - 2 Jun . 1963 (continued .) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Blue 

Aged 1 8· 65. 
Grey 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 
Dark blue green 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
B luc and grey 

Over 65 & retired or over 70. 
Orange and yellow 

�":·�r .... I 3 
18 or over. 

rJlue 

1961 

1962 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Green 

Green and •old 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Violet 

18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Green and brm1.n 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and green 

Aged under 1 8  
Violet and gold 

Under 1 8  
Violet 

Aged under 1 8 .  
nlue and red 

Aged under 18 .  
Red and grey 

u 
Under 1 8  

Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 3 Jun . 1 963 - 28 Mar . 1965 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-70 not retired 
Green 

Aged 1 8-65 not retired 
llrown 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. 
Over 65 and retired or over 70. Or widowed/married & opted out. 

Brown and gold Green and maroon 

Aged 1 8  - 70 nOl retired. 
Red and pmJ... 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
\'iole1 and blue 

IULll 
1UrlC(7� 

Aged 18 - 65 1101 retired 
Brm"n and ycllo" 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired, opted out 

Oran!!C and vdkm 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired 
Brmvn and deep blue 

Married woman or widow 
under 65 and opted out. 

Green and brO\\ll 

w 

17'1 
Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 

Orange and )ellm1v 

mom 1iiuucc n::: 
w 

!UlJl 7'10 l!IYIC(7'> 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 & retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married and opted out 

llluc-g.reen and green Gold and green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green and magenta 

Aged under 18.  
Grey and magema 

22 

G IRL 

Aged under 1 8. 
BrQ\.\ n and blue 

and opted out. 
Gold and violc1 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Ilf0\\11 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine Man or 
Boy. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

3 Jun. 1963 - 28 Mar. 1965 continued.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Olue and violet 

Aged 1 8 - 65.  
Grey 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 
Brn\vn and deep blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Blue and darl.. blue-green 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70 

Brov. n and green 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
lllue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and green 

Aged 18 - 60. 
\'illlct and blue 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8. 
Bro\1wn and green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Orange and green 

Aged under 18 .  
Violet and gold 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and pink 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green 



24 Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 

Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 

Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
Green 

IJrown and gold 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Red and magenta 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Oluc and green 
CO i nored. 

29 Mar. 1965 - 5 Dec. 1 965 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired 
Blue 

widowed/married and opted out. 
Green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Brown and yellow 

Married woman or widow under 
65, not retired, opted out. 

Orange and ycllo"' 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Grey and magenta 

Married woman or widow under 
65, not retired. Opted out. 

Rlue and green 

l'I 21'6 
Aged 18 - 65 and not retired 

Orange and gold 

9'11\ 

Over 60 and re1ired or 
widowed/married and opted out. 
Gold and green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Blue-green and magenta 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and magenta 

24 

G IRL 

Aged under 18 .  
Brown and blue 

under 1 8  
Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Brov.·n 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

29 Mar. 1965 - 5 Dec. 1965 (continued.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Blue and pale mauve 

Aged 18 - 65. 
Grey and blue 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
rlrown and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Green and brown 

Aged 1 8  or over, 
Blue 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and grey 

Aged 1 8 - 60. 
Violet and blue · 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8. 
Brown and green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and green 

Aged under 18. 
Violet and gold 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet 

I 

Aged under 1 8. 
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and red 

*' 
I HATIOHAl IHSURANCE 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 

and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 6 Dec. 1 965 - 4 Se . 1 966 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
nlue and green 

Aged 18-65 and not retired. 
Brmvn 

Aged over 65 retired or over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 
Bro\\n and gold Green and magcn1a 

Aged l 8 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet ad blue 

�-
n 25'9 

" 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and brown 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired, opted out. 

Gold and red 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired 
Grev and magenta 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired. Opted out. 

Brown and green 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Orange and gold 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married & opted out. 
Green (irccn and gold 

Aged under 1 8 .  
lllue-green and magenta 

Aged under 18 .  
Dark grey and magenta 

G IRL 

Aged under 1 8. 
Brown and blue 

Aged under 18 married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Brov..n 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

6 Dec. 1965 - 4 Se . 1966 continued.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Blue and pale mau\e 

Aged 1 8  - 65. 
Grey and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Blue and brm.,n 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Dark blue and green 

Brown and green 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
131ue 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8  
Brown and green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and green 

Aged under 1 8  
Violet and gold 

HATI ONA�NSURANC! 

IOd 
Aged under 1 8 .  

Violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey a n d  red 

* 
HATIOHAI INSURANCE 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green 

Redundancy Payments Scheme 

From 61h December 1966 employers were to make payments to employees with 
at least 2 years service who became redundant and satisfied certain conditions. 
Part of the cost was to be borne by a central fund to which all employers 
contributed, and from which they could reclaim the major part of any 

redundancy payments they made The contributions were 5d per week for each 
man aged over 18 and 2d for each woman aged over 18. Employees did not pay. 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 5 Se . 1966 - 5 Feb. 1967 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18-70 not retired. 
Blue-green and yellow-green 

Brm ... n and gold 

Aged 18 - 70 nOI retired. 
Magenta and red 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Violet and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired. 

Vmlet and blue 

Aged 18-65 no1 retired. 
Grown and red-brown 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted out. 

Green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and red-brown 

Married woman or widow under 
65, not retired, opted out. 

Gold and red 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Grey and magenta 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired and opted out. 

Brown and green 

Aged 18 - 65 not retired. 
Orange and gold 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65 or 
over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 

OarJ.. green and yellow-green Gold and green 

Aged under 18. 
IJlue-green and magenta 

Aged under 18. 
Grey and magenta 

G IRL 

Aged under 18 
OroW\\n and blue 

Under 18 married/widowed 
opted-out 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 18. 
Brown and red-brown 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

5 Se . 1966 - 5 Feb. 1967 (contin ued.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

A ed 18 - 70 and not retired 

Blue and violet-blue 

A ed 18 - 65. 

Grey and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 not retired 
Blue and red-brown 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Blue and blue-green 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Brovvn and green 

Aged 18 or over. 
Blue 

A ed 18 - 65 and not retired 
Gold and blue-green 

A ed 1 8 - 60. 

Violet and blue 

Aged 18 or over 
Orange. 

A ed under 1 8 .  
Red-bro\.Vn and green 

A ed under 1 8. 

Orange and green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet and gold 

I HATIOHA�HSURAHCI 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet 

A •ed under 1 8 .  
13lue a n d  red 

A ed under 1 8 .  

Grey a n d  red 

7d 
Aged under 18 .  

Green 

Selective employment tax (SET) 

This was a tax on 'non-productive workers' (i.e. a tax charged on selective occupations) t
.
hat 

was introduced in 1966. Its effect was to increase shop workers' wage costs by 7 per cent, as it 
was the employer, not the employee, who paid the tax. SET made labour more expensive and, 
relatively speaking, capital investment cheaper. This encouraged many retailers (who were the 
largest employers of non-productive workers) to invest in capital systems (e.g. central 
checkout systems) that made them less reliant on labour. This gave a further push to the 
widespread introduction of self-service shopping. Such large investments meant that operators 
demanded larger, and quicker, turnover. Quicker turnover meant that consumer goods had a 
shorter shelf life, so they were fresher when purchased. Thus, indirectly, SET, helped the 
multiples to expand at the expense of their smaller competitors. 
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Class I 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
Blue-green and yellow green 

Aged over 6Sand retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and light blue 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and pale red 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not re1ired. 
Orange and y·cllow-grccn 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

\1agenta and light blue 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Rlue-grccn and magema 

6 Fe b. 1 967 - 29 Oct . 1967 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-65 and not re1ired. 
Deep magenta and pale red 

Over 60 retired or over 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted-out. 

Blue-grc'en and magenta 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Blue-green and ycl llm-green 

Married woman or widow under 
65, not retired, opted out. 

\"iolel and pale red 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Blue-green and magenta 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired and opted out. 

Rec and l ighl blue 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 

Orange and yellow-green 

.. ., .. 2316 
Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted-out.. 

Orange and magenta 

Aged under 1 8. 
Blue-green and magenta 

Aged under 18 .  
Grey and magenta 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Brown and bue 

Under 18 married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Brown and rcd-bro""n 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

6 Feb. 1 967 - 29 Oct. 1 967 (continu ed.) 

MAN WO MAN BOY GIRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Blue and violet-blue 

Aged 18 - 65 
Grey and blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and 1101 retired. 
Light blue and pale red 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Orange and magenta 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and magenta 

�:t'""'": 7 . 

Aged 18 or over. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Vio let and blue 

Aged 18 or over 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red-brown and green 

Aged under t 8. 
Orange and green 

� r� / 
118 17 -

Aged under 1 8 .  
\'iolct and gold 

IHATIOHA�HSURANC I 

Aged under I 8. 
Violet 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey a n d  red 

• HATIOHAI IHSU�ANCI 

7d 
Aged under 1 8 . 

Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 3 0  Oct . 1967 - 5 Ma 1968 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18-70 and not retired. 
Blue-green and yellow-green 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and light blue 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and vio l et 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Orange and yel low-green 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
vtagenta and red 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted out. 

Blue-green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Blue-green and yel low-green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Light blue and orange 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired and opted out. 

Red and light-blue. 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 

Yel low-green and magenta Magenta and orange 

Aged under 1 8. 
Magenta and yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and magenta 

G IRL 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Orange and light blue 

Under 18 married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red and blue-green 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

3 0  Oct. 1967 - 5 Ma 1968 (continued.) 

MAN WOMAN BOY G IRL 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Light blue and violet 

Aged 1 8  - 65.  
Grey and l ight-blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Grey and orange 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Orange and magenta 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and red 

@:£'"'"": 7 
Aged 18 or over. 

Blue 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 1 8  - 60. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Red-brown a n d  yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and blue-green · 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and violet 

I MATIONA�NSURANCE 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Violet 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Light blue and red 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and red 

'5 
MATIOHAl IMSURJ.NCI 

7d 
Aged under 1 8. 

Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 18-70 and not retired. 
Yellow-green anb blue-green 

Aged over 65 and not retired. 
Violet and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Magenta and violet 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Orange and yellow-green 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and light blue 

Magenta and red 

6 Ma 1968 - 1 Se . 1968 

WO MAN BOY 

Aged 18-65 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Aged over 60 and not retired. 
Blue-green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 

Violet and dark green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired 
Violet and light blue 

without CO 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Red and l ight blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Yellow-green and orange 

widowed/married and opted out. 
Magenta and green 

Aged under 18. 
Magenta and yellow-green 

Aged under 18. 
Grey and magenta 

G IRL 

Aged under 18. 
Orange and light blue 

Under 18, married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 18. 
Red and blue-green 
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Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 

Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

6Ma 1968 - 1 Se . 1 968 (c ont inued.) 

MAN 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Light blue and violet 

Aged 18 - 65. 
Grey and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Grey and orange 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and no1 retired. 
Magenta and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and red 

Aged 1 8  or over 
Blue 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 18 or over 
Orange 

Red-brown and yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Grey and blue-green 

Aged under l 8. 
Orange and violet 

Aged under 18 .  
Violet 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8  
Light blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and red 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
Yel low-green and blue-green 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and violet 

� 

co 31"6 74'2 
Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Orange and yellO\\ -green 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Magenta and light blue 

,.,. 53'6 
Aged over 65 and retired or 

over 70. 
Yellow-green and magerua 

2 Se 1968 - 6 Jul . 1969 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Over 60 and retired or ov�r 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted out. 

B lue-green and magenta. 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Violet and green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Ligh1 blue and orange 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Red and l igh t blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Yellow-green and orange 

widowed/married and opted out. 
Magenta and green 

Aged under 18.  
Magenta and yel low-green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey a n d  magenta 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Orange a n d  light blue 

Under 18 married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red and blue-green 
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Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

2 Se 1968 - 6 Jul. 1 969 

MAN 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Light blue and violet 

Aged 18 • 65 
Grey and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Grey and orange 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and red 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
Blue 

WOMAN 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

continued.) 

BOY 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red-brown and �ellow-green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and blue-green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Orange and violet 

' 
MATIOMA�MSURAMCI 

Aged under 18 .  
Violet 

GIRL 

Aged under 18 .  
Light blue and red 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey a n d  red 

* NATIONAi INSUllANCE 

Aged under 1 8. 
Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 7 Jul . 1969 - 2 No v. 1969 

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-70 and not re1ired. 
Mid green and light blue 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 

Violet and light blue Blue-green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
\lagenta and violet 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Orange and yel low-green 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and light blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 

Violet and yellow-green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Light blue and orange 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Red and light blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Yellow-green and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married and opted out. 

Yel low-green and magenta Magenta and green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Magenta and yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and magenta . 

GIRL 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Orange and light blue 

Under I 8 married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8  
Red and blue-green 
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Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

7 Jul. 1969 - 2 No v. 1 969 

MAN WOMAN 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
l.ight blue and violet 

Aged 1 8 - 65.  
Grey and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Grey and orange 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 

Magenta and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and red 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 18 - 60. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

continued.) 

BOY 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red-brown and yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and blue-green 

Aged under 1 8. 

Orange and v10let 

M•TIONA�NSUUNCI 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet 

GIRL 

Aged under 18.  
Light blue and red 

Aged under 1 8. 
Grey and red 

HATIOHA\"ilNSURANCI I 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 

MAN 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
\11d-green and light blue 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and light blue 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and violet 

co 45•18616 
Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Orange and ycllm1,-grccn 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Magenta and light blue 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Yel low-green and magenta 

3 No v. 1969 - 5 Jul . 1970 

WOMAN BOY 

Aged 18-65 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
widowed/married and opted out. 

Blue-green and magenta 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Violet and mid-green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Light blue and orange 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired . Opted out. 

Red and light blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Yel lO\\-green and orange 

widowed/married and opted out. 
Magenta and orange 

CO ignored 

Aged under 1 8. 
\.1agenta and yellow-green 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Grey and magenta. 

G IRL 

Aged under 18. 
Orange and light blue 

Under 1 8  married/widowed 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red and mid-green 



4 1  Single Rate National Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 4 1  

Class 2 

Self Employed 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

3 No v.  1969 - 5 Jul . 197 0 

MAN WOMAN 

Aged t 8 - 70 and not retired. 
Light blue and violet 

Aged 1 8 - 65. 
Grey and l ight blue 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Grey and orange 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and magenta 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
Blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Gold and blue-green 

Aged 18 • 60. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 1 8  or over. 
Orange 

contin ued )  

BOY 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Red-brown a n d  mid-green 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and blue-green 

Aged under 18. · 
Orange and violet 

MATIONA�NSURAMCE 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet 

G IRL 

Aged under 1 8 .  
L1gh1 blue and red 

Aged under 18 .  
Grey and red 

'* NATIONAi INSUUNtE 

7d 
Aged under I 8. 

Green 
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Class 1 

Employed 

Employed 
Exempt. 

Contracted Out 

Contracted out 
and Exempt. 

Contracted out 
and Employed 
Abroad 

Contracted out, 
Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Employed 
Abroad 

Employed 
Abroad and 
Exempt. 

Period: 6 Jul. 1 97 0  - 1 4  Feb. 1 97 1  

MAN WOMAN BOY 

Aged 1 8-70 and not retired. 
Yellow-green and light blue 

Aged 1 8-65 and not retired. 
Magenta and red 

Aged over 65 and retired or Over 60 and retired or over 65. Or 
over 70. widowed/married. Opted out. 

Violet and l ight blue Blue-green and magema 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and violet. 

48'-. 87'6 
Aged 18 - 70 and not retired. 

Orange and yellow-green 

Aged 18 - 70 and not retired 
Magenta and l ight blue 

Yellow-green and magenta 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Violet and yellow-green 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Violet and orange· 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Light blue and orange 

Married woman or widow under 
65 and not retired. Opted out. 

Red and light blue 

Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. 
Yellow-green and orange. 

widowed/married and opted out 
Magenta and yel low-green 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Magenta and yel low-green 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Grey and magenta 

G IRL 

Aged under 1 8 . 
Orange and light blue 

Under 1 8  married/widowed. 
and opted out. 

Gold and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Red and blue-green 
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Class 2 

Self 
Employed. 

Class 3 

Non 
Employed. 

Mercantile Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mercantile 
Marine 
Contracted 
Out. 

Mercantile 
Marine. 
Exempt. 

Industrial injuries. 

Industrial 
Injuries only. 

. 
• 

6 Jul. 197 0 - 14 Feb . 1971 (co nti nued .) 

MAN WOMAN BOY GIRL 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. Aged 18 - 65 and not retired. Aged under 1 8 .  Aged under 18 .  
Light blue and violet Gold and blue-green. Red-brown and yel low-green. Light blue and red 

t 

Aged 1 8  - 65 and not retired. 
Grey and light blue 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired 
Grey and orange 

Aged 1 8  - 70 and not retired. 
Magenta and orange 

Aged over 65 and retired or 
over 70. 

Violet and magenta 

Aged 18 or over. 
Blue 

Aged 1 8  - 60 and not retired. 
Grey and violet 

Aged 18 or over. 
Orange 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and blue-green 

( 
Aged under 1 8 .  

Orange and violet 

Aged under 1 8. 
Violet 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Grey and red 

• 
HATIOHAI IHSU�AHtl 

Aged under 1 8 .  
Green 
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6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 Jun.  1 955 

l Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

� �.,,: .. , ....... 
I ' d 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1952 - 5 Jun.  1 955 

6 Jun.  1 955 - 2 Feb. 1 958 3 A  

3 Jun.  1 963 - 28 M ar. 1 965 

6 Jun.  1 955 - 3 Feb. 1 958 

l Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 Jun.  1 955 



4 7  Si ngle Rate Natio nal I nsura nce Stamps of Great Britai n 4 7  

3 Nov. 1 969 - 1 4  Feb 1 97 1  

;·j:t'""'"": . 7 
29 Mar. 1 965 - 5 Ma 1 968 

� 
= 
I"' 

. i 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 Jun.  1 955 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 Jun. 1 955 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 



4 8  Singl e Rat e National Insuranc e Sta mps of Gr eat Britain 4 8  

I Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 l Oct. 1 9 5 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

I Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 Jun. 1 955 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n. 1 955 I Oct. 1 9 5 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 3 A r. 1 96 1  - 2 Jul .  1 96 1  



4 9  Single Rate National Ins urance Stamps of Great Britain 4 9  

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n. 1 955 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 1 Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n. 1 955 6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 1 Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

1\ 4'10 
3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J un. 1 963 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n. 1 955 

3 A  3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

5 J u l. 1 948 - 22 Nov 1 949 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n ;  1 955 



50 Singl e Rat e National Insuranc e Stamps of Gr eat Britain 50 

3 J u n .  1 963 - 28 Mar. 1 965 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

2 Se . 1 957 - 2 Feb. 1 958 

3 A  

IMCLUDE.S 
"' 

• �·io 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l .  1 958 

2 Se . 1 957 - 2 Feb. 1 958 

3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n :  1 963 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

I Oct. 1951 - 5 Oct. 1 952 

3 J u l .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

1 Oct. 1 95 1  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

6 J u n. 1 955 - 1 Se . 1 957 

� 
r ... .. 'LL!, 

6')!\ 

� ?> 7� 6' 1 1, 
3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n. 1 963 
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3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

3 A  

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 

2 Se 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 

3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 3 A r. 1 96 1  - 2 J u l. 1 96 1  

unom 1m1me tz» 

� 
IEJln 7'10 SEIYICE 7'> 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 · 
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3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

- 2 J u l .  1 96 1  

3 J u l .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l .  1958 
3 J u l .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n �  1 963 
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3 J u l. 1961  - 2 J u n .  1 963 6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

3 J u l .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

6 J u n. 1 955 - 1 Se . 1 957 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 3 J u l .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

3 J u n. 1 963 - 28 M ar. 1 965 

1 968 6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 

I Oct. 1951  - 5 Oct. 1 952 

3 A  
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6 Oct. 1 952 - 5 J u n .  1 955 3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n. 1 963 

3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

3 J u l . 1 96 1  - 2 J u n. 1 963 1 968 

3 A  

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 Jul.  1 958 3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 



55 Single Rate National Insurance Sta mps of Great Britain 55 

3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

1 968 

2 Se 

13'2 

3 Feb. 1 958 - 6 J u l. 1 958 6 Dec. 1 965 - 4 Se . 1 966 3 A r. 1 96 1  - 2 Jul .  1 96 1  
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1'4'7 l{ /o � '  

>t{.A , • "1( :1�1 -"1t1 

16'5 
3 A  

3 Jul.  1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 

1 968 

3 Nov. 1 969 - 5 J u l. 1 970 

1 968 

3 A  

29 Mar. 1 965 - 29 Oct. 1 967 

3 J u n. 1 963 - 28 M a r. 1 965 3 J u n. 1 963 - 28 M ar. 1 965 3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 Jun.  1 963 
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1 968 

3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n .  1 963 3 A  

2 1 '6 

3 A  6 Ma 3 Nov. 1 969 - 5 J u l. 1 970 

2 1 '8 

3 Jul .  1 96 1  - 2 J u n. 1 963 

3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 J u n. 1 963 3 J u l. 1 96 1  - 2 Jun.  1 963 

3 Jun.  1 963 - 28 Mar. 1 965 
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. . 

3 Nov. 1 969 - 1 4  Feb. 1 97 1  

2 9  M a r. 1 965 - 5 Dec. 1 965 

126 23'6 

1 968 1 968 3 Nov. 1 969 - 5 J u l. 1 970 

29 Mar. 1 965 - 5 Dec. 1 965 

6 Feb. 1 967 - 29 Oct. 1 967 



59 Single Ra te Na tional Insurance S ta mps of Grea t Bri tain 59 

c o  30'9 

30 Oct. 1 967 - 5 M a  1 968 

30 Oct. 1 967 - 5 Ma 1 968 7 J u l. 1 969 - 2 Nov. 1 969 



60 Single Rate National Ins uran ce Stamps of Gre �t Britain 60 

3 Nov. 1 969 - 5 J u l. 1 970 

30 Oct. 1 967 - 5 Ma 1 968 6 Feb. 1 967 - 29 Oct. 1 967 7 J u l .  1 969 - 2 Nov. 1 969 
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' 

7 J u l. 1 969 - 2 Nov. 1 969 

.. � 45'9 

30 Oct. 1967 - 5 M a  1968 

30 Oct. 1967 - 5 Ma 1 968 
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7 Jul .  1 969 - 2 Nov. 1 969 

30 Oct. 1 967 - 5 Ma 1 968 

24: 53'8 
6 Jul .  1 970 - 14 Feb. 1 97 1  1 968 



63 Single Rate Nati onal Insurance Stamps of Great Britain 63 

� 

CO m 74'2 
2 Se 1 968 - 6 J u l .  1 969 

6 J u l. 1 970 - 1 4  Feb. 1 971 


